Appl. No. 10/644,310 

Response to Office Action dated April 3, 2009 



Amendments to the Claims: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one display device; 
at least one input device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) display a plurality of reels, the plurality of reels including a plurality 
of symbols, said symbols including at least one prize symbol 
associated with a physical prize and at least one re-trigger symbol, 

(ii) display a first designated numbe r, said first designated number 
being egual to a guantitv of initial spins of the reels which will 
subseguentiv be displaved . the guantitv designated number of 
initial spins being greater than one, 

(iii) display the initial spins of the reels after a wager by a player until 
none of the guantitv d e s i gnat e d numb e r of initial spins remain, 

(iv) display at least one additional spin of the reels if a predetermined 
symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol occurs on the 
reels during the displayed initial spins of the reels, 

(v) accumulate any prize symbols which occur on the reels in each of 
said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of 
the reels, and 

(vi) cause the physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of prize symbols reaches a second 
designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated 
to win the associated physical prize, wherein the second 
designated number of prize symbols is greater than the number of 
prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in the displayed 
initial spins of the reels. 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
second designated number of prize symbols Is greater than the first designated number 
of initia l spins of the roels . 

Claim 3 (original): The gaming device of Claim 1 , which includes at least one 
payllne associated with the reels. 

Claim 4 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 3, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to accumulate any prize symbols which occur on any of the paylines in 
each of the displayed initial spins and the at least one additional spin of the reels. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
accumulated number of prize symbols Is reset when none of the guantltv d esignated 
numb e r of initial spins remain. 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display a primary game 
operable upon the wager, and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary game. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 6, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to reset the accumulated number of prize symbols after a plurality of 
wagers for the primary game. 

Claim 8 (original): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the prize symbol 
includes an image which represents the physical prize. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the first 
designated number of i nit i al spins is randomly determined. 
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Claim 10 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the first 
designated number of i nitia l sp i ns is predetermined. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
second designated number of prize symbols is randomly detemnined. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
second d esignated number of prize symbols is predetermined. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of different physical prizes, wherein when executed by the at least one 
processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to cause one of 
said physical prizes to be provided to the player when the accumulated number of prize 
symbols reaches the second d esignated number of prize symbols necessary to win said 
physical prize to be provided. 

Claim 14 (original): The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein at least two of the 
physical prizes have different values. 

Claim 15 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes 
a probability of being selected by the at least one processor associated with each of the 
physical prizes, wherein when executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of 
instructions cause the at least one processor, based on said probabilities, to: (i) select 
one of the physical prizes, and (ii) cause the selected physical prize to be provided to 
the player. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes 
a plurality of different physical prizes, wherein when executed by the at least one 
processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor to enable the 
player to pick one of said physical prizes if the accumulated number of prize symbols 
reaches the second designated number of prize symbols. 
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Claim 17 (original): The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes a prize 
symbol display operable to indicate the number of accumulated prize symbols. 

Claim 1 8 (original): The gaming device of Claim 1 7, wherein the prize symbol 
display includes a plurality of prize symbol indicators. 

Claim 19 (original): The gaming device of Claim 18, which includes at least one 
illumination device associated with the prize symbol indicators. 

Claim 20 (original): The gaming device of Claim 17, wherein the prize symbol 
display includes an Integer which represents the accumulated number of prize symbols. 

Claim 21 (original): The gaming device of Claim 20, wherein the integer 
increments by at least one for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels. 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one additional spin includes at least one free spin. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the first 
designated number of i nit i al sp i ns is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
second designated number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win 
the physical prize is at least In part based on the wager such that: (I) for a first wager, a 
first guantltv doslqnatod number of the prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to 
win the physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager, a second, different guantltv 
number of the prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the physical prize. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
number of prize symbols which are accumulated based on each prize symbol which 
occurs on the reels is at least in part based on the wager. 
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Claim 26 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on the wager. 



Claim 27 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to enable the player to select the physical prize. 
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Claim 28 (currently amended): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one display device; 
at least one Input device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) display a plurality of reels including a plurality of symbols on the 
reels, said symbols including at least one first prize symbol 
associated with a first physical prize, at least one second prize 
symbol associated with a second different physical prize, and at 
least one re-trigger symbol; 

(ii) display a first d esignated numbe r, said first designated number 
being egual to a guantitv of initial spins of the reel s which will 
subseouentlv be displayed , the guantitv d e signat e d numb e r of 
initial spins being greater than one, 

(iii) display the initial number of spins after a wager by a player until 
none of the quantity d e signat e d numb e r of initial spins remain, 

(iv) display at least one additional spin of the reels when a 
predetermined symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol 
occurs on the reels during the displayed initial spins of the reels, 

(v) accumulate any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of 
the reels, 

(vi) accumulate any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional 
spin of the reels, 

(vii) cause the first physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of first prize symbols reaches a second 
designated number of first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated first physical prize, wherein the 
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second d esignated number of first prize symbols is greater tlian tlie 
number of first prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in 
the displayed initial spins of the reels, and 
(vlll) cause the second physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of second prize symbols reaches a third 
designated number of second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated second physical prize, wherein 
the third d esignated number of second prize symbols is greater 
than the number of second prize symbols which can possibly be 
accumulated in the displayed initial spins of the reels. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
second designated number of first prize symbols is greater than the first designated 
number of in i tial spins of the r ee ls and the third designated number of second prize 
symbols is greater than the first d esignated numbe r of i nitia l spins of tho rools . 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
accumulated number of first and second prize symbols is reset when none of the 
guantitv dosignatod number of initial spins remain. 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display a primary game 
operable upon the wager, and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary game. 

Claim 32 (original): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the first physical 
prize is of a higher value than the second physical prize. 

Claim 33 (original): The gaming device of Claim 32, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 
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Claim 34 (previously presented): Tlie gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the at 
least one additional spin includes at least one free spin. 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
first designated number of i nitial sp i ns is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
second designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the first physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a first 
wager, a first guantitv docignatod number of the first prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager, a 
second, different guantitv number of the first prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the first physical prize. 

Claim 37 (cun-ently amended): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
third designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the second physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a 
first wager, a first guantitv doc i gnatod number of the second prize symbols is necessary 
to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different 
wager, a second, different guantitv number of the second prize symbols is necessary to 
be accumulated to win the second physical prize. 

Claim 38 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
number of prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels 
is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 29, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on the wager. 
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Claim 40 (currently amended): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one display device; 
at least one input device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device, 
after the occurrence of a triggering event in association with a primary game, to: 

(I) initiate a secondary game associated with a physical prize, the 
second game associated with a set of reels having a plurality of 
symbols, the symbols including at least one prize symbol 
associated with the physical prize and at least one re-trigger 
symbol, 

(II) display a first d esignated numbe r, said first designated number 
being equal to a quantity of initial spins of the reels which will 
subsequently be displayed f or the secondary game, said quantity 
dosignat o d number of initial spins being greater than one, 

(iii) display the initial spins of the reels until none of the quantity 
designat e d numbor of Initial spins remain In the secondary game, 

(Iv) display at least one additional spin of the reels if a predetemiined 
symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol occurs on the 
reels during the displayed initial spins of the reels in the secondary 
game, 

(v) accumulate any prize symbols which occur on the reels in the 
displayed Initial spins and the at least one additional spin of the 
reels in the secondary game, and 

(vl) cause the physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of prize symbols reaches a second 
designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated 
in the secondary game to win the physical prize, wherein the 
second d esignated number of prize symbols Is greater than the 
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number of prize symbols that can possibly be accumulated in the 
displayed initial spins of the reels in the secondary game. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
second designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated in the 
secondary game is greater than the first d esignated numbe r of in i tia l spins . 

Claim 42 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
triggering event includes a combination of symbols occurring on a set of the reels in 
association with the primary game. 

Claim 43 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
ouantitv des i gnated numb e r of initial spins includes a pe-free spins. 

Claim 44 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
first designated number of initial spins of the rools is at least in part based on a wager 
made by the player. 

Claim 45 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
second d esignated number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win 
the physical prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the player such that: (i) 
for a first wager made by the player, a first guantitv designated number of the prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the physical prize, and (ii) for a second, 
different wager made by the player, a second, different guantitv number of the prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the physical prize. 

Claim 46 (original): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the number of prize 
symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in part 
based on a wager made by the player. 
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Claim 47 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on a wager made by the player. 
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Claim 48 (currently amended): A gaming device comprising: 
at least one display device; 
at least one input device; 
at least one processor; and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) display a plurality of reels including a plurality of symbols on the 
reels, said symbols including at least one first prize symbol 
associated with a first physical prize, at least one second prize 
symbol associated with a second different physical prize, and at 
least one re-trigger symbol, wherein the first physical prize is of a 
higher value than the second physical prize; 

(ii) display a first designated numbe r, said first designated number 
being equal to a quantity of initial spins of the reel s which will 
subsequently be displayed , said quantity d e signat e d numb e r of 
initial spins being greater than one; 

(iii) display the initial spins of the reels after a wager by a playe r until 
none of the guantitv of initial spins remain . 

(iv) display at least one free spin of the reels if a predetermined symbol 
combination including the re-trigger symbol occurs on the reels 
during the displayed initial spins of the reels, 

(v) accumulate any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one free spin of the 
reels, 

(vi) accumulate any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed initial spins and said at least one free spin of 
the reels, 

(vii) cause the first physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of first prize symbols reaches a second 
designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
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accumulated to win the associated first physical prize, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol 
must occur on the reels at least once to accumulate the second 
designated number of the first prize symbols, and 
(viii) cause the second physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of second prize symbols reaches a third 
designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated second different physical prize, 
wherein the predetermined symbol combination including the re- 
trigger symbol must occur on the reels at least once to accumulate 
the third designated number of the second prize symbols. 

Claim 49 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display a primary game 
operable upon the wager, and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary game. 

Claim 50 (original): The gaming device of Claim 48, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than obtaining the first physical prize. 

Claim 51 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
first designated number of i nit i a l spins is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 52 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
second designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the first physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a first 
wager made by the player, a first guantitv d esignat e d number of the first prize symbols 
is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, 
different wager made by the player, a second, different guantitv number of the first prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize. 
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Claim 53 (currently amended): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
third designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the second physical prize is at least in part based on the wager made by the player 
such that: (i) for a first wager, a first quantity dosignatod number of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a 
second, different wager, a second, different quantity numb e r of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize. 

Claim 54 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
number of prize symbols which are accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on 
the reels is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 55 (previously presented): The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occumng on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on the wager. 
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Claim 56 (currently amended): A method for operating a gaming device; said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display a primary game operable 
upon a wager made by a player; 

(b) initiating a secondary game upon the occurrence of a triggering event in 
association with the primary game; 

(c) designating a first numbe r, said designated first number being equal to a 
Quantity of initial spins of a plurality of reels which will subseguentiv be 
displayed in the secondary game; 

(d) designating a second number of prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a physical prize in the secondary game, wherein the 
designated second number of prize symbols is greater than the number of 
prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in the guantitv of 
dos i gnatod initial number of spins of the reels in the secondary game; and 

(f) after initiating the secondary game: 

(i) causing the at least one display device to display the designated 
first numbe r of i n i t i al sp i ns ; 

(ii) causing the at least one display device to display the initial spins of 
the reels until none of the guantitv dos i gnatod number of initial 
spins remain in the secondary game; 

(iii) accumulating any prize symbols which occur on the reels during the 
displayed initial spins of the reels; 

(iv) causing the at least one display device to display at least one 
additional spin of the reels if a secondary triggering event occurs in 
association with the secondary game; and 

(v) awarding the physical prize to the player if the accumulated number 
of prize symbols reaches the designated second number of prize 
symbols necessary to win the physical prize in the secondary 
game. 
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Claim 57 (original): The method of Claim 56, wherein accumulating any prize 
symbols which occur on the reels includes accumulating any prize symbols indicated on 
at least one payline associated with the reels. 

Claim 58 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, which includes 
randomly determining the designated first numbe r of in i t i a l spins . 

Claim 59 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, which includes pre- 
determining the designated first numbe r of i nitial spins . 

Claim 60 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, which includes 
randomly determining the designated second number of prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize in the secondary game. 

Claim 61 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, which includes pre- 
determining the designated second number of prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize in the secondary game. 

Claim 62 (previously presented): The method of Claim 56, which includes 
causing a prize symbol display to display the accumulated number of prize symbols. 

Claim 63 (original): The method of Claim 56, wherein providing a physical prize 
to the player includes providing a physical prize from a plurality of different physical 
prizes. 

Claim 64 (original): The method of Claim 56, wherein providing a physical prize 
to the player includes enabling the player to pick one of a plurality of physical prizes. 

Claim 65 (original): The method of Claim 56, wherein awarding the physical 
prize to the player includes generating a prize code. 
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Claim 66 (original): The method of Claim 65, which includes placing the prize 
code on at least one of: a receipt, a ticket, a printing medium and a recording medium. 

Claim 67 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, wherein the quantity 
dos i gnatod numb e r of initial spins includes a fe-free spins. 

Claim 68 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, wherein the firet 
designated number of in i t i al spins is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 69 (currently amended): The method of Claim 56, wherein the second 
designated number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a first wager made 
by the player, a first quantity doc i anatod number of the prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager made by the 
player, a second, different quantity number of the prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize. 

Claim 70 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 56, wherein the number 
of prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at 
least in pari: based on the wager 

Claim 71 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 56, wherein odds of the 
secondary triggering eyent occurring is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 72 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 56, wherein the steps (a) 
to (f) are controlled through a data network. 

Claim 73 (original): The method of Claim 72, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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Claim 74 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming device, said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display a plurality of reels and a 
plurality of symbols on the reels, said symbols including at least one first 
prize symbol, at least one second prize symbol and at least one re-trigger 
symbol; 

(b) designating a first numbe r, said designated first number being equal to a 
quantity of initial spins of the reels which will subsequently be displayed , 
said quantity dos i qnatod numb e r of initial spins being greater than one; 

(c) designating a second number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a first physical prize, wherein the designated second 
number of first prize symbols is greater than the number of first prize 
symbols which can possibly be accumulated in the quantity dosiqnatod 
numb e r of initial spins of the reels; 

(d) designating a third number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a second different physical prize, wherein the 
designated third number of second prize symbols is greater than the 
number of second prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in 
the quantity dos i gnatod number of initial spins of the reels; and 

(e) causing the at least one display device to display the first desiqnated 

(f) causing the at least one display device to display the initial spins of the 
reels after a wager by a player until none of the quantity designat e d 
number of initial spins remain; 

(g) causing the at least one display device to display at least one additional 
spin of the reels if a predetennined symbol combination including the re- 
trigger symbol occurs on the reels during the displayed initial spins of the 
reels; 

(h) accumulating any first prize symbols which occurs on the reels in each of 
said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of the 
reels; 
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(i) accumulating any second prize symbols which occurs on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of the 
reels; 

(j) awarding the first physical prize to the player if the accumulated number of 
first prize symbols reaches the designated second number of first prize 
symbols; and 

(k) awarding the second physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of second prize symbols reaches the designated third number of 
second prize symbols. 

Claim 75 (original): The method of Claim 74, wherein the first physical prize is of 
a higher value than the second physical prize. 

Claim 76 (original): The method Claim 75, which includes a higher probability of 
obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 

Claim 77 (previously presented): The method Claim 74, wherein the at least one 
additional spin includes at least one free spin. 

Claim 78 (currently amended): The method Claim 74, wherein the first 
designated number of i nit i al spins is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 79 (currently amended): The method Claim 74, wherein the designated 
second number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the first 
physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a first wager made 
by the player, a first auantitv dos i anatod number of the first prize symbols is necessary 
to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager 
made by the player, a second, different auantitv number of the first prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize. 
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Claim 80 (currently amended): The method Claim 74, wherein the designated 
third number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
second physical prize is at least in part based on the wager such that: (i) for a first 
wager made by the player, a first quantity designated numb e r of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a 
second, different wager made by the player, a second, different quantity number of the 
second prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize. 

Claim 81 (preyiously presented): The method Claim 74, wherein the number of 
prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in 
part based on the wager. 

Claim 82 (preyiously presented): The method Claim 74, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on the wager. 

Claim 83 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 74, wherein the steps (a) 
to {k) are controlled through a data network. 

Claim 84 (original): The method of Claim 83, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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Claim 85 (currently amended): A method of operating a gaming device, said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display a plurality of reels and a 
plurality of symbols on the reels, said symbols including at least one first 
prize symbol, at least one second prize symbol and at least one re-trigger 
symbol; 

(b) designating a first numbe r, said designated first number being equal to a 
guantitv of free spins of the reel s said guantitv being greater than one , 
said guantitv d e signated numb e r of free spins being greater than one; 

(c) designating a second number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a first physical prize; 

(d) designating a third number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a second different physical prize, wherein the first 
physical prize is of higher value than the second physical prize; and 

(e) after a designated triggering event: 

(i) causing the at least one display device to display the designated 
first numbe r of fre e spins : 

(ii) causing the at least one display device to display the guantitv of 
free spins of the reels; 

(ill) causing the at least one display device to display at least one 
additional free spin of the reels if a predetermined symbol 
combination including the re-trigger symbol occurs on the reels 
during the displayed free spins of the reels; 

(iv) accumulating any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed free spins and the at least one additional 
free spin of the reels; 

(v) accumulating any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed free spins and the at least one additional 
free spin of the reels; 

(vi) awarding the first physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of first prize symbols reaches the designated second 
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number of first prize symbols, wherein the re-trigger symbol or the 
predetermined symbol combination must occur on the reels at least 
once to accumulate the designated second number of first prize 
symbols; and 

(vii) awarding the second physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of second prize symbols reaches the designated third 
number of second prize symbols, wherein the re-trigger symbol or 
the predetermined symbol combination must occur on the reels at 
least once to accumulate the designated third number of second 
prize symbols. 

Claim 86 (original): The gaming device of Claim 85, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 

Claim 87 (currently amended): The method of Claim 85, wherein the first 
designated number of froo spins of the ree l s is at least in part based on a wager made 
by the player. 

Claim 88 (currently amended): The method of Claim 85, wherein the 
designated second number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the first physical prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the player such 
that: (i) for a first wager made by the player, a first quantity dosiqnatod number of the 
first prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) 
for a second, different wager made by the player, a second, different quantity number of 
the first prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize. 
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Claim 89 (currently amended): The method of Claim 85, wherein the 
designated third number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the second physical prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the player 
such that: (i) for a first wager made by the player, a first quantity designated numb e r of 
the second prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical 
prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager made by the player, a second, different 
quantity numbor of the second prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the 
second physical prize. 

Claim 90 (original): The method of Claim 85, wherein the number of prize 
symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in part 
based on a wager made by the player. 

Claim 91 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 85, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on the 
reels, and the probability is at least in part based on a wager made by the player. 

Claim 92 (preyiously presented): The method of Claim 85, wherein the steps (a) 
to (e) are controlled through a data network. 

Claim 93 (original): The method of Claim 92, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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